Practice Listening
10
INTRODUCING MUSLIM BELIEFS

Introducing Muslim beliefs and practices
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/8347.flv
Summary: An introduction to Islam, its spread, the split between Shia and Sunni and the key beliefs
and prayer. Reverend Peter Owen-Jones visits the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, Syria. He
describes the spread of Islam and the split between Sunni and Shia, and he meets Hassan, a local
Muslim, and hears about the key beliefs of Islam. Hassan talks about prayer and demonstrates the
prayer positions.
Check you know the keywords
mosque, prayer, Muhammad, Mohammed,angels, beliefs, destiny, Sunni, Shia, Caliph, rakah,
Makkah, Muslim, Mecca
Watch and choose the best answer
1. The reporter is going to visit the Ummayad Mosque, why?
a. It's one of the most important
b. It's the biggest in the world
2. What city is he in?
a. Damascus b. Cairo c. Mecca
3. Is it the first time he has seen a Mosque?
a. Yes b. No
4. What does he want to learn about?
a. What happens inside a Mosque
b. What Muslims believe
5. What are the main countries that visitors come from?
a. From Egypt
b. All over the world
c. Europe
6. How many people follow Islam?
a. more than a million b. more than a billion c. more than a trillion
7. When was it founded?
a. 632 AD
b. 1632 AD
c. 613 AD
8. Where? a. Saudi Arabia
b. Egypt
c. Syria
9. Shia Muslims: Whose teaching do they follow?
a. A leader from the Prophet Mohammed's family.
b. Leaders who have been elected by his followers.
10. Sunni Muslims: Whose teaching do they follow?
a. A leader from the Prophet Mohammed's family.
b. Leaders who have been elected by his followers.
11. Are the two groups different?
a. Yes, but they share the same beliefs
b. No, they are completely different.
12. What is the most important point of Islam?
a. The belief in god, angels, prophets, books and destiny.
b. The belief in god only.
13. Where is the correct place for prayer?
a. Any place you pray in
b. Facing East
c. In a Mosque
14. Where is Mecca? a. East
b. South
c. The centre of the world
15. What parts of the body must touch the ground?
head / forehead / nose / mouth / shoulders / chest / stomach / elbows / wrists / arms /
hands / legs / hips / thighs / knees / ankles / feet / toes / bottom / back / neck / face
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Check your answers
1. The reporter is going to visit the Ummayad Mosque, why?
a. It's one of the most important
2. What city is he in?
a. Damascus
3. Is it the first time he has seen a Mosque?
b. No
4. What does he want to learn about?
a. What happens inside a Mosque
5. What are the main countries that visitors come from?
b. All over the world
6. How many people follow Islam?
b. more than a billion
7. When was it founded?
a. 632 AD
8. Where?
a. Saudi Arabia
9. Shia Muslims: Whose teaching do they follow?
a. A leader from the Prophet Mohammed's family.
10. Sunni Muslims: Whose teaching do they follow?
b. Leaders who have been elected by his followers.
11. Are the two groups different?
a. Yes, but they share the same beliefs
12. What is the most important point of Islam?
a. The belief in god, angels, prophets, books and destiny.
13. Where is the correct place for prayer?
a. Any place you pray in
14. Where is Mecca?
c. The centre of the world
15. What parts of the body must touch the ground?
forehead / hands / knees / feet /
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